
IN THIS ISSUE OF PERSPECTIVE

In Ken Bain’s book, What the Best College Teachers Do,  

he writes:

Highly effective teachers design better learning 

experiences for their students in part because 

they conceive of teaching as fostering learning. 

Everything they do stems from their strong concern 

for and understanding of the development of their 

students. They follow few traditions blindly and 

recognize when change in the conventional course 

is both necessary and possible. (p. 67)

The mission of BYU-Idaho is to develop disciples of Jesus 

Christ. We do this, in part, by providing a quality education 

for students of diverse interests and abilities and preparing 

students for lifelong learning, for employment, and for their 

roles as citizens and parents.

As BYU-Idaho faculty we are first and foremost teachers 

and our primary responsibility is to our students. We are now 

in an era where we are also encouraged to engage in faculty 

development and mentored research activities. In light of our 

primary responsibility to students and in line with what the 

best college teachers do as described by Ken Bain, faculty 

development should center on activities that will ultimately 

enhance student learning and bless students’ lives. 

t E D I T O R

In this issue of Perspective we will highlight what various 

faculty from across campus have done for their professional 

development and student mentored research, with the hope 

that it might serve as a catalyst for your own development or 

student experiential learning. Sid Palmer also provides  

a framework and insight regarding what the University wants 

and expects from our faculty development. We remind you  

that this issue and an archive of past issues can be found 

online at http://www.byui.edu/learning-and-teaching/

perspective-magazine.
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